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Silver Bullet online car retail platform targets global growth (INT) 
Peter Vardy-backed Silver Bullet is targeting “market saturation” across the globe with its end-to-end online 
car retail platform which allows dealers to interact with car buyers around the clock. Attracting interest from 
as far afield as Australia and New Zealand, the Glasgow-based tech start-up already claims to be boosting 
used car profit-per-unit at Peter Vardy by £300, with an average finance penetration of 80% via its fully 
integrated platform. 
 
AutoNation invests in online retailer Vroom (US) 
US online auto retailer Vroom has announced a $146 million Series G funding round led by AutoNation, a 
national dealership with over 360 outlets. Vroom offers thousands of low-mileage, reconditioned vehicles 
with delivery directly to consumers. 
 
Jaguar Land Rover plans to cut 5,000 jobs, paper says (EUR) 
JLR has been hit hard due to trade tensions between China and the U.S., both key markets for the 
automaker, low demand for diesel cars in Europe and costs associated with Britain’s departure from the EU. 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
The policy, regulatory, taxation, administrative and funding priorities for Australian shipping (AU) 
Includes discussion about the interaction with other modes of freight transport, non-freight shipping and 
government shipping. Submissions close on 5 March 2019. 
 
PRODUCT RECALLS 
 
Kawasaki Motors Pty Ltd — Kawasaki Motorcycle Z900RS (AU) 
 
Hyundai, Kia sued by owners claiming engine defect caused fires (US) 
Hyundai Motor Co. and Kia Motors Corp. were sued by U.S. drivers over an alleged defect that could cause 
certain engines to catch fire, adding pressure on the South Korean automakers being probed by U.S. 
authorities. 
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LEGAL 
 
Fair Work Amendment (Casual Loading Offset) Regulations 2018 (AU) 
New Fair Work regulation introduces offsetting rules for casual loading payments - Employers who 
incorrectly classify employees as casual instead of full-time or part-time could be responsible for back paying 
various entitlements under the National Employment Standards (NES), following a recent Federal Court of 
Australia decision in Workpac v Skene [2018] FCAFC 131 . 
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However, the Government has varied the Fair Work Regulations 2009  to introduce a new rule that clarifies 
that employers, in certain circumstances, may claim that an employee's casual loading payments should be 
offset against certain NES entitlements owing to the employee. This regulation comes into effect on 18 
December 2018. 
 
ROAD SAFETY (VEHICLES) REGULATIONS 2009 Exemption of Class O Agricultural Vehicles from 
Certain Dimension Limits and Specification of Areas in Which These May be Used (VIC) 
 
REPORTS | STATISTICS 
 
The rising tide of female riders (INT) 
 
Monitoring wholesale and retail markets for fuel ethanol in 2017-18 (AU) 
 
SMALL BUSINESS 
 
Empowering small and family businesses (AU) 
Australia’s small businesses will be given access to support and advice from some of the nation’s best 
business minds, under a new advisory group announced by the Australian Government. 
 
Helping Australia's small business to go digital (AU) 
Helping Australia’s small businesses save time and money by going digital will be the focus of a new 
independent body established by the Australian Government. 
 
Tasmanian testlab to boost business (AU) 
Tasmania’s small and medium-sized businesses will be better placed to capitalise on the fourth industrial 
revolution through funding allocated in this week’s Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook (MYEFO) 
statement. 
 
Cybersecurity for small business (US) 
 
Ride-share Drivers Get Big Insurance Break from Growing Vehicle Matchmaker (US) 
Through HyreCar’s website, ride-share drivers who need a vehicle register and are matched with a vehicle 
owner in their area willing to rent out their car when it would otherwise be sitting in a lot or garage. But in 
addition to individual vehicle owners, HyreCar is aggressively going after business from dealers and 
rental car companies who find themselves with unsold vehicles that could otherwise be generating 
revenue. Indeed, the company is looking for dealers and car rental companies to account for about 75% of 
its business within “the next two or three quarters.”  It’s all part of a move to a mobility- as-service concept. 
 
SKILLS | TRAINING 
 
Focus on Micro-credentials (AU) 
Micro-credentials are known as digital badges, nano degrees, micro-certifications, web badges, mini degrees 
and open badges. Compared to a degree, diploma, certificate or other lengthy accredited training, micro-
credentials focus on smaller elements of learning. They are mini qualifications often gained by participating 
in short, free or low-cost online courses. These smaller blocks of learning can formalise soft and hard skills 
attained at work, such as teamwork, critical thinking and problem solving. They can also help fill skill gaps. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
RUAG Australia supports local advanced manufacturing (VIC) 
RUAG Australia has partnered with the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) and other 
universities to support the development of advanced manufacturing technologies to lower the cost of aircraft 
repairs. LMD is an additive manufacturing process akin to 3D production technology. The research team is 
evaluating expectations that LMD technology will effect real cost savings in maintenance and spare parts 
purchasing, scrap metal management, and warehousing and shipping costs. This technology could be 
applied in any industry where metal degradation or remanufacture of parts is an issue.  
 
TCA introduces new safety application for hill descents (AU) 
 
World first mobile phone detection camera pilot (NSW) 
World-first technology capable of catching drivers illegally using mobile phones will be piloted at two 
locations in Sydney. 
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The Autoware Foundation - An Open Alliance for Autonomous Driving Technology (INT) 
The Autoware Foundation is a non-profit organisation created to initiate, grow, and fund open source 
collaborative engineering Autoware projects The Foundation is an open alliance for autonomous driving 
technology jointly initiated by Apex.AI, Inc., Linaro/96Boards, and Tier IV, Inc. 
 
INSIGHTS | VIEWS 
 
More companies investigating vehicle solutions beyond the company car (UK) 
UK companies are showing increasing interest in providing vehicle solutions for all employees, including 
those not entitled to a company car, according to vehicle leasing provider Arval. Employers increasingly want 
to offer a broader mix of vehicle solutions to more employees, with personal lease and salary exchange ideal 
to meet the demand. Richard Cox, fleet consultant at Arval, said: “Many businesses are looking for ways to 
improve their benefits offering to employees but at zero or little cost.” 
 
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
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